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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA4 for informing them about their discussion on the interpretation of guaranteed bit rate.
The guaranteed bit rate should be seen as highest codec mode for which the QoS attributes are fulfilled whatever the radio conditions so that it defines the lower boundary for the application of rate control
It is SA2’s understanding that in Iu-CS side RAN is responsible of rate control and Iu-PS this happen transparently to RAN.

Therefore SA2’s answer to SA4 question is:

a) In case of CS the guarantee bit rate contains the lowest codec mode of the AMR ACS and the maximum bit rate contains the highest codec mode of the AMR ACS.
b) In case of IP multimedia session (Iu_PS) the value of guarantee bit rate should depend on the usage of rate control by the application. If rate control is used, the value of the guaranteed bit rate takes the lowest codec mode of the AMR ACS. Otherwise, the value of the guaranteed bit rate takes the highest codec mode of the AMR ACS. This is required for avoiding unnecessary PDP context modifications and allows the application to efficiently use rate control. 
2. ACTIONS:

None.
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